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rights for themselves, and for all their posterity for ever, he sj>eaks a lan-
guage that merits not reply, and which can only excite contempt for his
prostitute principles, or pity for his ignorance.
In whatever light hereditary succession, as growing out of the will and
testament of some former generation, presents itself, it Ls an absurdity.
A cannot make a will to take from B the property of B, and give it to C;
yet this is the manner in which (what is called) hereditary succession by
Jaw operates. A certain former generation made a will to take away the
rights of the commencing generation, and all future ones, and convey
those rights to a third person, who afterwards comes forward, and tells
them, in Mr. Burke's language, that they have no rights, that their rights
are already bequeathed to him and that he will govern in cmtitvnpt of
them. From such principles, and such ignorance, Good Lord deliver the
world!
But, after all, what is the metaphor called a Crown, or rather what is
Monarchy? Is it a tiling, or is it a name, or is it a fraud? Is it a "con-
trivance of human wisdom," or of human craft to obtain money from a
Nation under specious pretences? Is it a thing necessary to a Nation?
If it is, in what does that necessity consist, what services does it perform,
what is its business, and what are its merits? Does the virtue consist in
the metaphor, or in the man? Doth the goldsmith that makes the crown,
make the virtue also? Doth it operate like ForUuutus's wishing-cup, or
Harlequin's wooden sword? Doth it make a man a conjuror? In fine,
what is it? It appears to be a something going much out of fashion, full-
ing into ridicule, and rejected in some countries both as unnecessary and
expensive. In America it is considered as an absurdity; and in France
it has so far declined, that the goodness of the man and the respect for his
personal character, are the only things that preserve the apjns'irance of
its existence.
If Government be what Mr. Burke describes it, "a contrivance of hu-
man wisdom," I might ask him, if wisdom was at sxich a low ebb in Eng-
land, that it was become necessary to import it from Holland and from
Hanover? But I will do the country the justice to say, that was not the
case; and even if it was, it mistook the cargo. The wisdom of every coun-
try, when properly exerted, is sufficient for all its purposes; and there
could exist no more real occasion in England to have sent for a Dutch
stadtholder, or a German elector, than there was in America to have done
a similar thing. If a country does not understand its own affairs, how is
a foreigner to understand them, who knows neither its laws, its manners,
no* its language? If there existed a man so trauscendently wise above